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PALACIO PRINCIPE REAL
Lisbon, Portugal

How dever of hoteliers Miles and Gail Curley: first, to find and buy
this historic palicio, once the seat of the anistocratic Teixeira da Mota
family; second, to bring their whimsical sensibility to Lisbon. There's
such a lightness of touch in the loft-style bedrooms, with fabulous
roll-top Drummonds baths, and delicious artisan port left by your
bedside. Then there's the treatments offered in the bijou destination
spa. The garden, with its centrepiece Jacaranda tree, is a romantic
backdrop to the pool: itself a real find in Lisbon, especially in sum-
mer, when it’s the perfect place to decompress with a chilled glass
of biodynamic wine. Way ahead of the curve, the Curleys have
always been into organic produce. The olive oil in their all-day
restaurant is an clixir char you'll want to buy in excess; and there are
no refined sugars on the menu, whose daily changing specials are
all sensational. The star, however, is the grilled sourdough with fresh
tomato puree (made with more olive oil). It's a breakfast must-have.
Doubles from £392, including breakfast ( p.‘:Ln'm/vrmri;.-«'rr.u’_( on)
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HOTEL DAME DES ARTS

Paris, France

You couldn't get a better location than this: a Left Bank bolthole
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